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February 1, 2005 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

APPROVAL OF APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT, 
APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT FOR PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AND 

AWARD OF ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING AGREEMENTS FOR  
 FIRE STATION 93 AND FIRE STATION 136 IN THE CITY OF PALMDALE 

(3 Votes) (5th District) 
 
JOINT RECOMMENDATION WITH THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER THAT 
YOUR BOARD, ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CONSOLIDATED 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 
 

1. Find that this Agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act. 

 
2. Approve and instruct the Chair of the Board to sign the Agreement for 

Planning and Development of Fire Station 93 and Fire Station 136 in the City 
of Palmdale effective upon Board approval. 

 
3. Authorize the Fire Chief to enter into architectural agreements for each 

project selected from the Fire District’s as-needed architectural firms 
approved by your Board on August 3, 2004. 

 
4. Approve the appropriation adjustment in the amount of $1,000,000; 

$500,000 for Fire Station 93 – New Station (Capital Project No. 70962) and 
$500,000 for Fire Station 136 – New Station (Capital Project No. 70967) to 
fund the Architectural and Engineering cost this fiscal year. 
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Approval of the recommended actions will provide for the transfer of ownership of the 
project sites to the Consolidated Fire Protection District and allow the Fire Chief to 
award architectural agreements to begin the design of two new fire stations in the City 
of Palmdale.  Fire Station 93 will be located at 55th Street East and Avenue R, and Fire 
Station 136 will be located immediately north of the intersection of Town Center Drive 
and Bolz Ranch Road. 
 
Proposed Planning Agreement 
 
Since 1999, the Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County (Fire 
District) and the City of Palmdale (City) have been negotiating an agreement to address 
the increasing need of fire protection and emergency medical services in the City.  The 
Fire District has recently concluded these negotiations and is recommending approval 
of the attached Planning and Development Agreement (Planning Agreement) to provide 
for the design and construction of Fire Stations 93 and 136 in the City (Enclosure A).  
Under the recommended Planning Agreement:  
 

- The City will convey land to the Fire District for Fire Stations 93 and 136; 
   

- The City will construct the water and sewer infrastructure to the property 
lines, and waive all City permit fees; 
 

- The Fire District will fund all other costs associated with the construction of 
the stations (architect, construction, project management, etc.);  
 

- The City will reimburse the Fire District for up to 24 percent of the project cost 
on Fire Station 93 and up to 29 percent of the project cost on Fire Station 136 
from its Fire Facilities Impact Fees; and 
 

- The Fire District must make a good faith effort to start construction in 14 
months and complete construction in 38 months.   If the Fire District does not 
make a good faith effort to meet these timeframes, the land the City 
conveyed to the Fire District for Fire Stations 93 and 136 will revert back to 
City ownership. 
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The City’s conveyance of the proposed sites to the Fire District satisfies the 
requirements of the Amended and Restated Agreement for Allocation of Tax Increment 
Funds (Tax Increment Agreement) between the Fire District, the City, and the Palmdale 
Redevelopment Agency (Agency) that was approved by your Board in 1993.  Pursuant 
to Section 6 (b) of the Agreement, the Agency is required to: 1) pay the Fire District 
$500,000 for the acquisition of property and/or construction of a new fire station within 
the territorial jurisdiction of the City; or 2) provide a site for a new fire station that the 
Fire District determines to be suitable.   
   
The Fire Facilities Impact Fee was enacted by the City in 1999 to generate revenue to 
help fund the construction of new Fire District facilities.  The fees are charged to 
developers based on the impact that development projects would have on fire services 
in the City.  The level of project cost reimbursement from the Fees represents the 
percentage of development that had yet to be completed at the time the Fees were 
enacted.  Based on this ratio, the City will ultimately fund up to 24 percent of the project 
cost on Fire Station 93 and up to 29 percent of the project cost on Fire Station 136.   
 
In light of the timeframes incorporated into the Planning Agreement for these two 
projects, your Board is also being requested to authorize the Fire Chief to enter into 
architectural agreements for each project.  The architects will be selected from the Fire 
District’s as-needed architectural firms approved by your Board on August 3, 2004. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The Fire District currently estimates that each project will cost $4.5 million, including 
design, construction contract, change order contingency, project management, and 
other related costs.  The Fire Department’s 2004-05 Final Adopted Budget includes 
$303,000 under Fire Station 93 (Capital Project No. 70962) and $243,000 under Fire 
Station 136 (Capital Project No. 70967).  Following your Board’s approval of the 
enclosed appropriation adjustment (Enclosure B), sufficient funds will be available to 
fund the estimated architectural and engineering contract costs.  Appropriation required 
to complete the projects will be requested through the annual County budget process. 
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Upon your Board’s authorization, the Fire District will enter into architectural and 
engineering agreements with William Loyd Jones, Architect, for Fire Station 93 for 
$400,000, and with RRM Design Group for Fire Station 136 for $402,070.  Both 
architects are qualified contractors approved by your Board, as further explained in the 
Contracting section below. 
 
Fire Stations 93 and 136 will be funded by the Fire District Accumulated Capital Outlay 
Fund and reimbursement from the City of Palmdale Fire Facilities Impact Fee. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Health Safety Code §13861(b) and §13898 authorizes the Fire District to enter into this 
Agreement with the City of Palmdale. 
 
County Counsel has approved the attached Agreement as to form. 
 
The Fire District anticipates returning to your Board early in 2006 to request approval of 
plans/specifications and advertise construction bids. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
This Agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines because it can be seen with 
certainty that this activity will not have a significant effect on the environment.   
 
The Fire District will prepare the required environmental documentation for each 
proposed construction project and return to your Board to request approval.  
 
CONTRACTING 
 
On August 3, 2004, your Board approved three-year contracts for various qualified 
contractors to provide professional and/or technical property services for the Fire 
District.   
 
The Fire District solicited bids for professional and/or technical property services in 13 
newspapers, online on the County of Los Angeles web page, and on the Internet, in 
accordance with Board policy, and 11 companies submitted acceptable bids.  The  
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contracts are subject to the Fire District policy that requires the Community Business 
Enterprise Program, Child Support Compliance Program, Contractor Responsibility and 
Debarment Program, the Safely Surrender Baby Law, and the Contractor Employee 
Jury Service Program, which would be included as requirements in the Invitation for Bid. 
 
The Fire District reviewed available resources to assess the proposed contractors’ past 
performance history of labor law violations and any negative experiences with other Fire 
District and County contracts. 
 
The contract does include Cost of Living Adjustments after the first year, which allows 
for the contract amount to be adjusted annually based on the increase or decrease in 
the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index.  
However, any increase shall not exceed the general salary movement granted to 
County employees as determined by the Chief Administrative Office as of each July 1 
for the prior 12 month period.  In addition, should fiscal circumstances ultimately prevent 
the Board of Supervisors from approving any increase in County employee salaries, no 
COLAs will be granted. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
Significant development of both the Rancho Vista and the Domenic Massari Park areas 
has occurred over the last ten years, causing an increase in the demand for fire 
protection services.  Both the National Fire Protection Association and the State 
Emergency Medical Authority recommend that urbanized areas have fire protection 
resources available within 5 minutes or less; in distance, this generally equates to 
having a fire station within 1.5 miles.  The closest fire station to the Rancho Vista site is 
3 miles away, while the closest station to the Domenic Massari Park site is 4 miles 
distant.  Emergency response times to these areas are over 6 ½ minutes.   Construction 
of Fire Stations 93 and 136 will reduce average response times in these areas to less 
than 5 minutes.  Additionally, responses in the general area will benefit from the 
availability of two additional resources in the Palmdale area. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Please instruct the Executive Officer, Clerk of the Board to return the following to the 
Fire District: 























































































 



 
 

ENCLOSURE B 
 

APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT 
 

3 – VOTES 
 

FY 2004-05 
 
 
FINANCIAL SOURCES     FINANCIAL USES 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT     FIRE DEPARTMENT 
CAPITAL PROJECT ACO FUND    CAPITAL PROJECT ACO FUND 
Services and Supplies     Fire Station 93 – Palmdale 
J13-FR-50099-2000      Building and Improvements 
$1,000,000       J13-FR-70962-6014 
        $500,000 
 
        FIRE DEPARTMENT 
        CAPITAL PROJECT ACO FUND 
        Fire Station 136 – Palmdale 
        Building and Improvements 
        J13-FR-70967-6014 
        $500,000 
 
 
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:  The appropriation adjustment is necessary to fully fund the 
Architect/Engineering agreement for Fire Station 93 and Fire Station 136. 
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